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Important Quotations  
 
  1. My plans, maybe just my dreams really, had been to go to college, and 
to write. . . . All the other guys in the neighborhood thought I was going to 
college. I wasn’t, and the army was the place I was going to get away from all 
the questions. 
 
  2. “My father used to call all soldiers angel warriors,” he said. “Because 
usually they get boys to fight wars. Most of you aren’t old enough to vote 
yet.” 
 
  3. We were supposed to smile a lot and treat the people with dignity. 
They were supposed to think we were the good guys. That bothered me a 
little. I didn’t like having to convince anybody that I was the good guy. . . . 
We, the Americans, were the good guys. 
 
  4. We spent another day lying around. It seemed to be what the war was 
about. Hours of boredom, seconds of terror. 
 
  5. I knew Mama loved me, but I also knew when I got back, she would 
expect me to be the same person, but it could never happen. She hadn’t been 
to Nam. She hadn’t given her poncho to anybody to wrap a body in, or 
stepped over a dying kid. 
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Key Facts 
Full title  
· Fallen Angels 
Author  
· Walter Dean Myers 
Type of work  
· Novel 
Genre  
· Coming-of-age story; historical fiction; war fiction 
Language  
· English 
Time and place written  
· 1988; Jersey City, New Jersey. 
Date of first publication  
· 1988 
Publisher  
· Scholastic Inc. 
Narrator  
· Richie Perry, a young African-American soldier in the Vietnam War 
Point of view  
· Richie tells the story in the first person, giving us immediate, intimate access to his thoughts and 
feelings as the action unfolds. 
Tone  
· Richie speaks with immediacy and poignancy, baring his innermost fears and thoughts. He 
filters the action of the novel through the medium of these emotions and ideas. 
Tense  
· Past 
Setting (time)  
· Several months in 1967 and 1968 
Setting (place)  
· Vietnam 
Protagonist  
· Richie Perry 
Major conflict  
· Richie struggles to come to terms with the grim reality of war, which contradicts the myths about 
war that he believed going into it. 
Rising action  
· Richie’s enlistment in the army to escape a bleak future; the misplacement of Richie’s medical 
file, and his resulting assignment to Vietnam; Richie’s burgeoning friendship with Peewee, 
Jenkins, and Johnson; the soldiers’ journey to their camp near Chu Lai. 
Climax  
· Richie’s success in drafting a truthful letter to his brother that discusses honestly the unromantic 
and gruesome nature of combat. 
Falling action  
· The poorly planned mission on which the squad is sent; Peewee and Richie’s separation from the 
rest of the squad; Peewee and Richie’s quick thinking to save the lives of Monaco and the rest of 
the squad; Peewee’s and Richie’s getting wounded in the battle. 
Themes  
· The loss of innocence; the unromantic reality of war; the moral ambiguity of war 
Motifs  
· Race; friendship; heroism 
Symbols  
· Richie’s letters home; the lost dog tags; war movies 
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Foreshadowing  
· The army’s failure to process Richie’s medical file properly hints that Richie will not receive a 
medical discharge and will have to fight; the army’s bureaucratic mix-up at the airport in Osaka 
previews the general chaos of war and the ineffectiveness of trying to control that chaos. 
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Sparknotes – Themes, Motifs & Symbols 
 
(http://www.sparknotes.com/lit/fallenangels/themes.html) 
   
Themes 
Themes are the fundamental and often universal ideas explored in a literary work. 
 
The Loss of Innocence  
The title of the novel Fallen Angels immediately emphasizes the theme of youth and innocence. 
As Lieutenant Carroll explains in Chapter 4, all soldiers are “angel warriors,” because the soldiers 
are still young boys and still as innocent as angels. In calling the novel Fallen Angels, Myers 
implies that the soldiers’ youth and innocence are more important than any of their other aspects, 
such as their religion, ethnicity, class, or race. The novel is first and foremost a tale of the lost 
innocence of a squad of soldiers in the Vietnam War. Richie is only seventeen when he enters 
Vietnam, and Peewee and the other members of the squad are also teenagers—Peewee is unable 
even to grow a mustache. His three life goals, immaturely, are to drink wine from a corked bottle, 
to smoke a cigar, and to make love to a foreign woman. Richie and Lobel are both virgins, and 
they fantasize endlessly about their first sexual experiences. 
  
Though the soldiers enter the war as naïve youths, the war quickly changes them and forces them 
to develop into young men. Surrounded by death, they are forced to contemplate the fragility of 
their own lives and stripped of the carelessness and brazenness of youth. The unspeakable horrors 
around the boys force them to contemplate a world that does not conform to their childish and 
simplistic notions. Where they want to see only a separation between right and wrong, they 
instead find moral ambiguity. Where they want to see order and meaning, they find only chaos 
and senselessness. Where they want to find heroism, they find only the selfish instinct of self-
preservation. These realizations destroy the boys’ innocence, prematurely thrusting them into 
manhood. 
 
The Unromantic Reality of War  
Like all the other soldiers in Fallen Angels, Richie joins the army with illusions about what war is 
like. Like many American civilians, he has learned about war from movies and stories that portray 
battle as heroic and glorious, the army as efficient and organized, and warfare as a rational effort 
that depends on skill. What the soldiers actually find in Vietnam bears almost no resemblance to 
such a mythologized and romanticized version of war. The army is highly inefficient and fallible. 
Most of the officers are far from heroic, looking out only for their own lives and careers rather 
than the lives of their soldiers. In the heat of battle, the soldiers think only about self-preservation 
and ways they can personally survive the onslaught of chaos and violence. Paralyzed by fear, they 
act blindly and thoughtlessly, often inadvertently killing their allies in the process. The battles and 
military strategies of the war are disorganized and chaotic, and officers often accidentally reveal 
their position to the enemy. 
Richie, at the beginning of his tour of duty, clings to the myth that the good, smart, and cautious 
soldiers always survive while enemies, unskilled soldiers, and morally bad people die. The truth is 
very different, and Richie soon realizes that death is unfair and random, often a matter of pure 
chance. Richie also has his own personal myths and illusions in addition to the broader societal 
myths of war. He has, for instance, certain idealized reasons for joining the army: to escape an 
uncertain and bleak future, to find himself, and to defend freedom and democratic ideals from the 
threat of Communism. Richie quickly realizes, however, that these preconceived notions about 
the morality of war are meaningless on the battlefield. When actually in Vietnam, he fights merely 
to stay alive. 
 
Troubled by this stark gulf between myth and reality, Richie longs to communicate the truth to his 
family members back home. He wants them to know what war is really like and wants to help 
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them understand what he has experienced. The contrast between the myth and reality of the war 
makes it almost impossible for him to write to them frankly. He is afraid that they will fail to 
empathize or understand, since they will cling to the comforting myths they have always 
embraced. Even worse, Richie fears his family might think poorly of him for failing to live up the 
unrealistic ideal of the war hero. Though he finally does manage to compose an honest account of 
battle, he does so only after months of agony. 
 
The Moral Ambiguity of War  
Poised to sacrifice their lives for their country, Richie and his fellow soldiers desperately need to 
believe in a clear-cut distinction between good and bad. They are anxious to confirm that they are 
in fact on the good side of the conflict, and are not prepared to question whether their cause is the 
right one. Faced with the horrors he sees around him, Richie cannot help but ask these difficult 
questions, examining the morality of war and the frequently ambiguous nature of right and 
wrong. Richie first becomes aware of this moral ambiguity when his squad is sent on a 
pacification mission to a Vietnamese village. The stated goal of this mission is to convince the 
villagers that the Americans, and not the Communists, are the good side. This idea disturbs 
Richie, who reflects, “That was where we were supposed to start from. We, the Americans, were 
the good guys.” Richie feels that the Americans should not have to convince the Vietnamese that 
they represent the good side. Nonetheless, he recognizes why such a mission is necessary. The 
American army is responsible—though often inadvertently—for killing many villagers and 
destroying many villages with their advanced weapons. Regardless of whether the Americans’ goal 
in the war is morally superior to that of their enemies, their localized actions have terrible, 
immoral consequences. 
Richie grows increasingly doubtful about whether American assistance helps the Vietnamese 
villages, as he sees that the Communist Vietcong retaliate against any villages that receive 
American aid. Any good that the Americans might do, it seems, leads only to greater evils. As 
much as they try, the American soldiers cannot protect the SouthVietnamese people, and the 
soldiers’ presence only puts the village in greater danger. Richie is no longer able to believe that 
he is fighting for any clear moral reasons, and he struggles to find meaning for his stay in 
Vietnam. He finally decides that his only purpose in Vietnam is to stay alive and to help his 
friends do the same. 
 
Motifs  
Motifs are recurring structures, contrasts, or literary devices that can help to develop and 
inform the text’s major themes. 
 
Race  
The 1960s were a time of great racial tension in the United States. The African-American civil-
rights movement was gaining momentum, and anxieties were growing on all sides. This tension 
immediately finds its way into the bunker of Richie’s squad. The American soldiers frequently 
trade racial slurs, both about the black soldiers in their midst and about the Vietnamese, who are 
of a different race than most of the American soldiers. Both manifestations of racism lead to 
physical violence, with some of the soldiers fighting one another instead of the Vietcong. Yet, as 
the squad members bond, the prejudices begin to evaporate. Living and fighting very closely, they 
begin to depend on one another and become able to look past superficial differences. The soldiers 
come to appreciate one another for their fundamental qualities, and they learn to value each 
other’s humanity and fear for each other’s lives. By the time the squad is faced with Sergeant 
Dongan—a racist who endangers black soldiers because he considers their lives less important—it 
has come so far that most of the white members are outraged by Dongan’s unfair treatment and 
even offer to risk their own positions by taking a stand against him. 
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Heroism  
Though the soldiers often talk about heroism, it is almost always part of an effort to denigrate or 
deflate the concept. Peewee calls heroism stupid and Richie calls it empty. They express the 
sentiment that a soldier should not try to be heroic and never needlessly risk his life. Nonetheless, 
the soldiers clearly respect heroism when they see it. When Lieutenant Carroll risks his own life to 
save a few of his men, the soldiers beneath him revere him more than ever. They admire his 
heroism but avoid referring to it in noble-sounding terms, saying, “When the chips were down, he 
put his ass on the line for the guys.” 
At the same time that they belittle overblown concepts of heroism, the members of the squad also 
display heroism. Richie repeatedly stresses that he is not a hero. Yet, when given the opportunity 
to save himself by bowing out of combat duty, he refuses the offer, knowing that his absence 
would leave his squad short a man, putting them in more danger. Peewee warns Richie not to be 
“no fucking hero,” but when Richie asks Peewee what he would do in the same situation, Peewee 
admits that he would do the same. Though the squad members have lost any illusion that they are 
fighting for patriotism or freedom or any other high ideals, they still fight for one another. In 
putting each other’s interests ahead of or on equal ground with their own, they are heroic, despite 
their protests. 
 
Friendship  
As the members of Richie’s squad become disillusioned with noble and abstract ideals such as 
patriotism, heroism, and freedom, they find a simpler and more powerful virtue in friendship. 
Rather than fight for ideas they hardly understand, they simply fight for one another. As Richie 
reflects, they learn “something . . . about trying to keep each other alive,” which supersedes any 
other reason for fighting. Friendship between the men impels them to incredible acts of bravery. 
When the squad members are warned that they will be sent on more frequent and more 
dangerous missions unless they agree to split up, they ignore the warning and stay together. The 
bond among the squad members grows so strong that they are willing to face greater risks as a 
team rather than face smaller risks fighting separately. Richie reflects on this bond, because it is 
this squad of friends that they are really protecting. Without these friends by their side, the squad 
members have no reason to fight. For them, the war has come to revolve around the squad 
members. 
The growing friendship among the members of the squad also helps them overcome their 
personal prejudices. When faced with the racist Sergeant Dongan, the squad bands together on 
the side of the black soldiers. When Dongan questions Johnson about Lobel’s homosexuality, 
Johnson does not respond, later explaining to Richie that he could not care less whether Lobel is a 
homosexual because any man fighting by his side is equally an ally, regardless of the nature of his 
personal life. By living and fighting so closely together, the men are able to overcome their petty 
biases and appreciate and support one another. 
 
 
Symbols  
Symbols are objects, characters, figures, or colors used to represent abstract ideas or concepts. 
 
Richie’s Letters Home  
The letters Richie writes home symbolize his changing attitude toward the myths of war. At first, 
he fully believes in these myths and has little trouble writing home, sending carefree and 
optimistic messages about the coming truce and the souvenirs he plans to bring home with him. 
Once in Vietnam, as the illusions begin to fade, Richie suddenly finds writing to be a painful 
exercise. Confused by the sharp difference between the myth and reality of war, he finds himself 
at a loss for words. His letters strike him as dishonest, since they avoid the difficult issues and 
take on false and often humorous tones. Richie struggles to reconcile his earlier beliefs with his 
current experiences and finds himself unable to communicate his thoughts and feelings. As his 
confusion disperses and he forces himself to see war in all its stark, brutal reality, he is finally able 
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to write a truthful and frank letter. Richie’s letters once again become an honest representation of 
his thoughts and feelings, indicating that he has sorted out the chaos, gained a clear perspective, 
and is ready to seek out truths about war and himself. 
 
The Lost Dog Tags  
In the midst of one terrible battle, when time is short and the men must evacuate immediately, 
they are forced to burn the bodies of the victims. In the tumult to escape, they lose the dog tags—
military identification tags—of these dead soldiers and are left with no physical evidence of these 
men’s lives and deaths. The loss of the dog tags is highly symbolic, emphasizing the complete 
anonymity and obscurity of a soldier’s death. It illustrates the tragedy of any lost soldier; though 
the myths may claim that each soldier dies with dignity and meaning, in reality some soldiers die 
in obscurity, with no reason for their deaths aside from pure chance. Richie comes to understand 
that each soldier’s death swallows up his previous victories and sacrifices, which are anonymous 
and quickly forgotten. 
 
War Movies  
War movies are full of worn-out notions about war that are common in American popular culture. 
As such, they are both a primary source and a symbol of the mythology of warfare that pervades 
civilian life, which includes clichés such as the tragic death of the baby-faced virgin soldier or the 
consistently positive portrait of the black soldier. These films reveal the American tendency to 
beautify and romanticize real wartime tragedies, attaching false meaning to deaths that are often 
senseless, random, and brutal. Such movies also tend to force the two sides of the conflict into 
clear divisions—black and white, good and evil, right and wrong—even though the nature of war is 
often highly ambiguous, with the seemingly just or moral cause not always emerging as the 
victorious one. Lobel’s obsession with movies suggests that he seeks to glorify war. He does not 
really understand war’s true nature, and he perhaps does not even wish to understand it. Rather, 
he prefers to believe in a romanticized notion of war in which soldiers are heroic and enjoy the 
deep bonds of camaraderie with their fellow men in life and are afforded dignity in death. 
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Sample Internet website 
 
http://www.classzone.com/novelguides/litcons/fallen/guide.cfm 
 
 
Fallen Angels 
 
Walter Dean Myers 
Theme: Coming of Age During the Vietnam War 
Grades: Grades 9-11 
Summary: 
In this award-winning novel, Myers presents the myriad experiences of a group of men who come 
of age during the Vietnam War. Richie Perry, the novel's protagonist and narrator, enlists in the 
army mainly to escape his problems—an alcoholic mother, a lack of opportunity in Harlem, and 
uncertainty about his future. He finds himself in the middle of a war that is more confusing and 
traumatic than the life he fled. Eventually, after being wounded in action, Perry and his friend 
Peewee Gates return to "the World."  
 
Note: Fallen Angels depicts events that some readers may find disturbing and includes language 
that some may find objectionable. You may want to preview the novel before assigning it to 
students. 
 
THEME OPENERS 
 
1. Tapping Prior Knowledge: The Vietnam War.  
Ask students to work together as a class or in small groups to share what they know about the 
Vietnam War. Encourage students to think about stories they may have heard from family 
members who remember the Vietnam War, as well as documentaries and movies they have seen. 
Record facts and impressions on the board.  
 
2. Staying Alive.  
Have students write about how they think they might react in a life-or-death situation, such as a 
war or a natural disaster. Encourage them to explore possible reactions. For example, would they 
panic or freeze? take foolish risks? show grace under pressure? sacrifice their lives to save others?  
 
 
CROSSCURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 
1. Dateline: Those Turbulent 60s. 
To broaden students' understanding of the political, social, and cultural climate of the 1960s, have 
them work in small groups to create time lines highlighting important issues and events of this 
decade. Possible topics include the civil rights movement, the protest movement, the feminist 
revolution, trends in popular music, historic moments in space flight, sports highlights, best-
selling books, and so on. Display their time lines on a bulletin board.  
 
2. Eyewitness to History. 
Have the class invite a representative of a local Vietnam Veterans' organization to talk to the class 
about problems that soldiers faced both in Vietnam and in the United States upon their return. 
Students should prepare interview questions to pose to the guest speaker.  
 
 
RESEARCH ASSIGNMENTS 
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1. Vietnam In-Depth.  
Instruct students to write a research report on a topic inspired by the novel or related to the 
Vietnam War. Examples include the domino theory, the Gulf of Tonkin incident, the Paris peace 
talks, the Tet Offensive, the antiwar movement, the postwar problems of Vietnam veterans, 
Vietnamese refugees, and so on. Encourage students to use their history textbooks, the Internet, 
and library resources.  
 
2. War Memorials. 
In this project, groups of students research a great war memorial of their choosing and design a 
scale model or replica of the memorial. Memorials are then presented to the class, accompanied 
by an oral report that explains the history of, inspiration for, and architecture of the memorial.  
 
 
Suggested Procedure: 
* Help students brainstorm a list of the great war memorials. Possibilities include the 
Vietnam Wall, the Korean War Veteran's Memorial, the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, Holocaust 
Memorials, etc. Encourage students to use the Internet, history textbooks, and the library to seek 
out other ideas.  
* Divide students into small groups to research and plan their models and reports. After 
they have conducted their research, suggest they begin constructing their models by drawing a 
rough sketch. Have groups think about the construction materials they might use, inscriptions 
they might include, and other relevant details. If possible, provide students with supplies they will 
need, such as paint, clay, cloth, posters, and so on.  
* Have each group "unveil" their monument and present their report to the class.  
 
  
Related Readings 
 
 Fallen Angels 
 
The following collection of thematically related readings is available in Fallen Angels and Related 
Readings in McDougal Littell's Literature Connections series. 
 
"The Things They Carried" by Tim O'Brien 
(from The Things They Carried, © 1990) 
Summary: One of a series of interconnected short stories by award-winning author and Vietnam 
veteran Tim O'Brien, this story examines the burdens--both physical and emotional--that a 
platoon of soldiers in Vietnam must bear.  
 
"Letter: 31 August 1969" by George Olsen 
(from Dear America: Letters Home from Vietnam, © 1985) 
Summary: In this letter home to the U.S., a soldier in Vietnam discusses why he is fighting in a 
faraway country.  
 
"In the Forest at Night" by Duc Thanh, translated by Thanh T. Nguyen Bruce Weigl 
(from Poems from Captured Documents, © 1994) 
Summary: The human face of the enemy is revealed in this poem written by a North Vietnamese 
soldier.  
 
"What Were They Like?" by Denise Levertov 
(from Denise Levertov: Poems 1968-1972, © 1971) 
Summary: Written by a prominent anti-war protester, this poem makes a powerful statement 
against the war by asking what Vietnam was like before the conflict began. 
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"look at this" by E. E. Cummings 
(from Complete Poems: 1904-1962, © 1991) 
Summary: This poem, written after World War I, confronts the stark reality of death in wartime.  
 
"The Spoils of War" by Lynne Sharon Schwartz 
(from The New York Times, October 9, 1980) 
Summary: The author gives a vivid portrait of the emotional scars the war has left on a Vietnam 
veteran who is studying in her class.  
 
Excerpt from "Ghosts in the Wall" by Kris Hardin 
(essay appearing as a preface to The Vietnam Veterans Memorial by Michael Katakis, © 1988) 
Summary: This excerpt from an essay describes the planning and building of the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial, and it explores the role the memorial has played in helping the U.S. come to 
terms with the war.  
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Historical Fiction Assignment 
Tara Hall 
 
http://www.education.eku.edu/Faculty_Staff/resorc/FallenAngels.htm 
 
  
TIMELINE of Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers 
  
�       Richard Perry flies out of the United States on his way to Vietnam. 
�       Perry lands at the airport in Tan Son Nhut, Vietnam. 
�       Perry meets his dear friend Peewee. 
�       Perry and the other soldiers spend time getting to know each other and hoping that the war 
will end before they see any action. 
�       Perry and his unit go to Chu Lai and Perry watches the first of many men die in combat, the 
first one is Jenkins. 
�       Perry and his unit go on their first visit to the villages of Vietnam. 
�       Perry, Peewee, and others hear talk about sending their unit to Hawaii and out of Vietnam. 
�       Perry and his unit listen to the radio about the peace talks in Paris. 
�       Perry’s unit is dropped into the Vietnam jungle by choppers. 
�       Perry has to temporarily fight with another unit. Here he watches many more men die in 
battle. 
�       Perry goes back to his original unit where they engage in another pacification project. 
�       The Vietcong terrorize the small village shortly after Perry’s unit leaves. 
�       Perry’s unit’s Lieutenant Carroll gets killed and Perry is heartbroken. 
�       Perry summarizes the war by saying it is “ hours of boredom, seconds of terror”. 
�       Perry kills a Vietcong face to face. 
�       Perry is hit by enemy fire and is sent to recover in an ARMY hospital. 
�       Perry receives a Purple Heart and is returned to his unit. 
�       The fight continues in Phuoc Valley and places. 
�       Perry is hit again and Peewee also gets hit. 
�       Perry receives his second Purple Heart. 
�       Perry and Peewee are discharged and catch a plane back to the World. 
  
  
Vocabulary Terms: 
  
1. Flak Jacket 
2. shrapnel 
3. hooch 
4. LZ(landing zone) 
5. Quonset huts 
6. malaria (malaria pills) 
7. spider holes 
8. bunks 
9. chow (time) 
10. claymores 
11. ARVNs 
12. Laos 
13. Cambodia 
14. Viet-Cong (VC) 
15. NVA (North Vietnamese Army) 
16. Phuoc Ha Valley 
17. Osaka, Japan 
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18. Saigon 
19. Tam Ky 
20. Chu Lai 
 
 
 
 
Instructional Activities for Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers 
  
1. Pre- Reading Activity 
 
Students will be given a copy of the book Fallen Angels and will be instructed not to open the 
book.  Student will be instructed to analyze the front cover of the book.  They will be asked to 
address issues such as what they think the book is about and what kinds of feelings the front cover 
implies. 
  
Post-Reading Activity 
 
After students complete the book they will go back to this assignment and write whether or not 
their first impression of this book is correct. 
   
2. Writing Assignment: 
 
Perry in Fallen Angels was known for his letter-writing skills and often wrote home to his brother 
Kenny.  Imagine that you are Perry serving your country in Vietnam, and you have decided to 
write your brother back home.  Write a letter to Kenny as if you are Perry.   In the letter, it is up to 
you to decide to tell Kenny the truth about what you are witnessing in the jungle or to talk about 
non-sense so that your brother will not worry about you. Include conversation in the book into 
your letter home. 
  
3. Map-drawing Assignment (Skills Builder) 
 
Students are given a blown up map of Vietnam.  They are to label the map with the places Perry’s 
unit was located as well as what events took place where.  The students can reference this map 
throughout the unit on Vietnam. 
  
4. Analyzing and Comprehension: 
 
In the book Fallen Angels some references to the 1960s pop culture are made.  For example, in the 
book a reference to the song “San Francisco” is made.  It is important for students to understand 
pop cultures influence on history and how music can clearly define a period of time in history.  A 
selection of songs will be played for students.  By using whole-group discussion songs will be 
analyzed, discussing any inconsistencies that may be found in the book Fallen Angels. 
  
 
Songs Presented to Class: 
  
“San Francisco” by Scott McKenzie 
“Let’s Get Together” by The Youngbloods 
“Run Through the Jungle” by CCR 
“Fortunate Son” by CCR 
“Blowing’ in the Wind” by Bob Dylan 
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5. Post-Reading Activity: 
 
One of the best resources to understand Vietnam is the honorable Vietnam veteran.  At the end, a 
Vietnam Veteran will come to class and speak to the students and address question the students 
may have to ask.  Each student will prepare their question before the speaker arrives inclass.  
Each student will be given and index card to write their question down on, this will keep their 
attention focused.  Students will be instructed to ask question to the veteran to see the historical 
accuracy of Perry’s Vietnam experience in Fallen Angels. 
 
  
 
  
Advantages/Disadvantages of Fallen Angels by Walter Dean Myers 
  
Advantages: 
  
* Easy-reading 
* This book simple defines the very complicated term –Vietnam 
* The age of the main character of the book is about the same age as most high 
schoolstudents.  Students can easily relate to some of his views. 
* This book not only teaches about the war in Vietnam, but also teaches about the structure 
of the United States Army. 
* This book tells a story about Vietnam from the perspective of a young, innocent soldier, 
leaving out the often-complicating issue of world politics and foreign policies. 
 
  
  
Disadvantages: 
  
* This book is rather long and would require a lot of time spent reading. 
* Book uses some offensive language 
* The book gets off to a slow start and may not grab the reader’s attention right away. 
* The book is centered on one of the worst times in American history-and this book deals 
with death and tragedy. 
* This book is sad and very depressing, but so was the war in Vietnam and it is important for 
students to understand how people dealt with and experienced this time in American history. 
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The Vietnam War:  Starting Points for Internet Research  
 
http://www.lv.psu.edu/jkl1/vietnam/ 
 
 
Specialized Search Engines and Directories  
Asiaco: Vietnam 
 
Major Sites  
Vets With a Mission - A goldmine of information including scholarly articles, personal 
remembrances, photos, and news releases. 
Re:Vietnam : Stories Since the War - PBS online site created to promote discussion on all aspects 
of the war. Also includes personal stories and ongoing discussions. 
The Vietnam War - Very informative site illustrated with some of the most compelling 
photographs of the era.  
Vietnam Yesterday & Today - Award winning site with excellent resources including a chronology, 
filmography, and much more. Concludes with a collection of links related to women and the war. 
Sixties Project & Viet Nam Generation, Inc. - Check "Other Sixties- Related Sites" for links to 
information on 60's culture and counterculture, the war, politics, and personalities.  
The Vietnam War Internet Project - By the soc.history.was.vietnam newsgroup.  
Vietnam Veterans' Home Page - "Remembrance" page includes images, poetry and other writings, 
a glossary of Vietnam terminology, causuality listings, and information for veterans.  
 
Discussions  
Re:Vietnam Dialog  
alt.war.vietnam  
soc.history.war.vietnam  
VWAR-L  
SIXTIES-L  
 
Documents 
The Vietnam War Internet Project: Documents Relating to the Indochina Wars  
Vietnam War Crimes Hearings 
Yahoo! - Vietnam War - Documents  
Historical Text Archives  
The Sixties Project: Primary Sources  
 
Electronic Journals  
Vietnam - Authoritative articles on all aspects of the war. Includes an archive of previous issues.  
Vietnam Generation Journal Online - Includes some hypertext online issues; more back issues to 
be added soon.  
War, Literature and the Arts  
Vietnam Insight  
 
Bibliographies  
Vietnam War Bibliography - Edwin Moise's comprehensive bibliography on all aspects of the war.  
Sixties Project - Bibliographies  
Vietnam Yesterday and Today - Five Vietnam War related bibliographies: fiction, non-fiction, 
films, the women's experience, and the Vietnamese perspective.  
Penn State Lehigh Valley Vietnam War bibliography - Books available in the Penn State Lehigh 
Valley Library.  
 



Prepared by Elizabeth Lay  - 16 -  
OUSD Urban Dreams, 3/5/05 

Images  
Vietnam War Internet Project - Includes photos of various military equipment, patches and 
vehicles, along with other war related photos. 
Vietnam Memories - Photos by an Associated Press photographer who won the Pulitzer Prize in 
1977.  
The Vietnam I Remember - War related photos with commentary by a Marine Corps. 
photographer.  
Vietnam Interactive Portfolio - Photos, many of Vietnamese civilians, taken by a photographer 
assigned to the 221st Signal Company (Southeast Asia Pictorial Agency). Viewers are invited to 
post comments on the war or the photographs.  
Photoessayist: Another Vietnam Story: A Photographic Journey  
 
Personal Memoirs  
Vietnam Veterans' Homepage: Walking Point - Personal reflections, memoirs, and poetry.  
Re:Vietnam : Stories Since the War:Stories 
Vietnam Veterans' Homepage: Remembrance 
The Sixties Project: Sixties Personal Narrative Project 
The Vietnam Veterans Oral History and Folklore Project 
Operation Homecoming - American POWS released in 1973  
Images of My War by Ulf R. Heller, RVN Jul 68 - Jan 70  
One Day in Vietnam by combat artist Jim Pollock  
Vietnam Veterans Oral History and Folklore Project-"...an ongoing undertaking to collect, 
preserve and make better known the folklore, especially the folksongs, of the Vietnam War."  
The RAM Team Experience in Vietnam, 1965-1975 Transcripts of two lengthy interviews with 
members of the RAM Team (Rapid Area Maintenance on USAF Aircraft). Very informative 
introduction includes additional first person accounts.  
Skytroopers Vietnam Tour of Duty - Includes a diary, homecoming letter, and a wife's story. 
Oral History: Techniques and Procedures  
How to do an Oral History about the Impact of the Vietnam War - Professional advice from the 
PBS site, Re: Vietnam Stories Since the War. 
Photoessayist: Another Vietnam Story: A Photographic Journey 
 
 
 
Judy Sandt  
Reference Librarian  
Penn State Lehigh Valley  
jsandt@psu.edu  
 
last updated March 1, 2002  
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Vietnam Websites 
 
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/vietweb.htm 
 
 
The Vietnam War: This website provides a detailed account of the Vietnam War. There is also an 
interview area where 12 Vietnam veterans are willing to answer questions from students on their 
experiences of the war. As well as thirty biographies of individuals who played an important role 
in the conflict there are entries for Buddhism, Cambodia and Laos, Chemical Warfare, Dien Bien 
Phu, Domino Theory, Eisenhower Doctrine, Guerrilla Warfare, Gulf of Tonkin, Ho Chi Minh 
Trail, Mass Media and the War, My Lai, National Liberation Front, Negotiated Peace, Operation 
Rolling Thunder, Strategic Hamlet Programme, Tet Offensive, Vietnam Protest Movement, 
Vietnam Revolutionary League and Vietnamization.  
 
The American Experience: Vietnam on Line: This beautifully designed website provides the most 
comprehensive account of the Vietnam War on the Internet. The website was produced by the US 
Public Broadcasting Service to accompany their award-winning television series: Vietnam: A 
Television History. The website includes an interactive time-line of the war, basic statistics, maps, 
a glossary of terms and acronyms, texts of key U.S. government war documents, weapons used 
during the war and forty-two biographical portraits of key personalities in the war, including six 
from North Vietnam and a bibliography for further study. The website also contains Reflections 
on War, a collection of twelve first-hand accounts of the conflict and transcripts of all the 
television programmes. 
 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial: The Virtual Wall is an on-line version of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, DC, USA and has thousands of personalized tributes to the men and 
women who died in the war. Remembrances contain photographs, letters, poems, military 
citations, and personal accounts. 
 
Vietnam Veterans: The purpose of Bill McBride's website is to "honour Vietnam veterans, living 
and dead, who served their country on either side of the conflict". Bill McBride's excellent website 
provides "an interactive, on-line forum for Vietnam veterans and their families and friends to 
exchange information, stories, poems, songs, art, pictures, and experiences in any publishable 
form." There is also a link to Bill McBride's other important Vietnam website Remembrance: 
Reflections, Memories and Images of Vietnam Past. The website is a collection of galleries 
containing stories, poems, songs, maps and narratives about the Vietnam War. The website also 
contains listings of all US, Australian and New Zealand casualties of the Vietnam War. 
 
Vietnam Stories: The website is designed as a gathering place for personal stories and a forum for 
opinions on the war. The 'Add Your Story' page enables visitors to add their stories, images, etc. to 
the vast databank of information on the war. 'The Stories' page contains excerpts of selected 
stories and is changed regularly. An excellent search engine enables the visitor to investigate all 
the narratives that have been submitted to Vietnam Stories. For example, a search for the term 
'friendly fire' found and listed fifty-two stories. 
 
History of the Vietnam War: Dr. Robert M. Blackburn website provides an excellent on-line 
discussion forum on the history of the Vietnam War. Robert Blackburn served two combat tours 
in Vietnam between 1966 and 1968 as a radio operator with the U.S. Marine Corps. He also holds 
a Ph.D. in American Political History that included a special study of America's involvement in 
the Vietnam War. Dr. Blackburn is willing to share his comprehensive knowledge of the conflict 
with all his visitors. He promises to try and answer any question on the Vietnam War that is 
asked. Dr. Blackburn explains that: "if I can't answer a question from either my personal 
experiences or from my area of expertise, I shall call on a panel of Vietnam War consultants that 
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have knowledge in that particular area." The only request that Dr. Blackburn makes is that the 
visitor first checks out the FAQ page to search existing messages to make sure that he has not 
answered the question before.  
 
Australian Involvement in the Vietnam War: Ern Marshall has produced an impressive website 
on Australian involvement in the Vietnam War. Marshall, who served in Vietnam between 1968 
and 1969, has created an invaluable resource for any student who wants to study Australia's role 
in this conflict. The material is divided into nineteen sections including: 'History', 'Australian 
Involvement', 'Long Tan', 'The RAAF in Vietnam', 'The Navy in Vietnam', 'Weapons', 'Memories', 
'Memorials', 'Medical', 'Government', 'Stories, Anecdotes & Humour' and 'Miscelaneous'. A 
comprehensive website that should be visited by all serious students of the war.  
 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War (VVAW) is a national veterans' organisation that was founded 
in New York City in 1967 after six Vietnam vets marched together in a peace demonstration. It 
was organised to voice the growing opposition among returning servicemen and women to the 
war, and grew rapidly to a membership of over 30,000 throughout the United States as well as 
active duty GIs stationed in Vietnam. The Vietnam Veterans Against the War website enables 
visitor to read articles from past editions of The Veteran newspaper. The site also includes an 
excellent History of the Vietnam War and a large collection of photographs.  
 
Wars for Vietnam: A website developed around the course materials used by Robert Brigham on 
his course on the Vietnam War at Vassar College. The main part of the site is a nine page 
'Overview'. This includes sections on 'The Geneva Peace Accord', 'South Vietnam Under Ngo Dinh 
Diem', 'The National Liberation Front', 'December 1961', 'Military Coup', 'Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution', 'The War in America', 'The Nixon Years' and 'The Paris Peace Agreement'. The 
website also has a document section. The twenty documents range from NLF secret papers to 
Richard Nixon's speech to the USA public on 30th April, 1970 justifying the offensive in 
Cambodia.  
 
Vietnam: Yesterday and Today: Sandra Wittman has attempted to collect together a range of 
materials that provides insights into the Vietnam War. This is lusted under the categories: 
'Vietnam War: Fiction', 'Vietnam War: Non-Fiction', 'Vietnam War: Fiction', 'Vietnam War: 
Films', 'Vietnam War: The Women's Experience' and 'The Vietnam War: The Vietnamese 
Perspective'. Sandra Wittman also provides a useful chronology of the Vietnam War and links to 
E-Journals and Discussion Lists on the Vietnam War. 
 
American Presidency: The Grolier Corporation's The American Presidency contains detailed 
biographies of a large collection of presidents and vice-presidents. These biographies are cross-
linked with a range of important political parties and pressure groups in the USA. Three of these 
biographies provide useful information for people studying the Vietnam War. The biography of 
John F. Kennedy covers the period in 1963 when the United States sent 16,000 military personnel 
to Vietnam. The section on Lyndon B. Johnson looks at the United States growing involvement in 
Vietnam between 1963 and 1968. The biography of Richard Nixon includes information on the 
bombing raids on North Vietnam, the invasion of Cambodia and the cease-fire in 1973 the 
bombing raids on North Vietnam, the invasion of Cambodia and the cease-fire in 1973. 
 
Vietnam: The Interknowledge Corporation website contains a wide variety of information on 
Vietnam. This includes sections on: 'The History of Vietnam', 'Location, Geography and Climate', 
'Vietnamese Culture' and 'Vietnamese People'.  
 
Women Veterans: Barbara Wilson, a former captain in the USAF has produced 'Women 
Veterans', a website that explains the role of US women in warfare. This includes Women in 
Vietnam a website dedicated to explaining the role of the 10,000 women who took part in this 
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conflict. Captain Wilson explains that for many years "accurate records on how many women 
were there, what decorations they earned, where they served and most important - what after 
effects they have suffered - and continue to suffer" were unavailable. 'Women in Vietnam' 
attempts to answer these questions about the 10,000 women who took part in the war. 
 
Women in Vietnam: "The military, which prided itself on the records it kept in Vietnam - 
counting the enemy number of weapons captured, for example - cannot to this day say with 
certainty how many women served. The army that sent them never bothered to count them." This 
quote from Laura Palmer's book, Shrapnel in the Heart, appears on the home page of Marilyn 
Knapp's website, Women in Vietnam. Her website attempts to redress the balance by providing a 
comprehensive account of the 7,500 women who served in the military in Vietnam. Material is 
collected under a variety of headings including: Many Women Served, Red Cross, Military Nurses, 
In Memoriam, Get Back in Touch, Bibliographies, Videos, Books, etc. 
 
Viet Quoc is the website of the Vietnamese Nationalist Party. The party has been involved in the 
struggle "for independence, freedom and prosperity of Vietnam since 1927". The website includes 
a whole range of articles on the Vietnam War including: 'The 1968 Tet offensive', 'The Republic of 
Vietnam Armed Forces', 'The Forgotten Victims in Vietnam', 'Vietnamese Independence and Ho 
Chi Minh', 'Unmasking Ho Chi Minh', 'Twenty-Two Years Under Communism' and 'South 
Vietnamese Disabled Veterans'. 
 
Vietnam Generation is a website devoted to providing a forum for people interested in "the Sixties 
in general and the Vietnam War in particular". The most interesting part of the site is the 'Sixties 
Project Web'. Visitors are encouraged to contribute a narrative of the experiences of the 1960s. 
These accounts can be read online or downloaded and include people's experiences of the US 
armed forces and the 'Anti-Vietnam War' protest movement. 
 
Country Joe McDonald: This website tells the story of Country Joe McDonald, a leading figure in 
the Anti-Vietnam War movement. In 1965 McDonald wrote what became the movement's anthem 
I Feel Like I'm Fixin' To Die Rag. The song became famous when it was featured in the film of the 
Woodstock Festival. A copy of Country Joe McDonald's FBI File is also on the Internet. 
 
A-1 Skyraider Combat Journal: Byron Hukee flew and fought in the A-1 Skyraider during the 
Vietnam War. He has constructed a website that looks at the role that the A-1 Skyraider played in 
both the Korean and Vietnam conflicts. As well as his combat journal there are other sections 
including: 'History of the Skyraider', 'Bulletin Board', 'Skyraider Facts', 'A-1 Mission in South-East 
Asia', 'Combat Damage Images', 'South-East Asia Theatre Map' and 'Links'. 
 
Fall of Saigon Stories: A website created by Marianne Brems, a teacher of Vietnamese students at 
Mission College, Santa Clara, California. In the spring of 1995 Brems began collecting first-hand 
accounts of people who experienced the fall of Saigon to the Vietcong in April, 1975. As Marianne 
Brems points out in her introduction: "Many of my Vietnamese students at Mission College 
experienced first hand the deprivation, humiliation, and fear associated with losing their 
government, their way of life, and their freedom." The website includes eighteen narratives and a 
list of other websites that deal with the fall of Saigon. 
 
The Vietnam War: In this decision-making game the student plays the role of an American soldier 
fighting communism in Vietnam. This involves making decisions in tough circumstances. Before 
joining the mission to Vietnam, the player has to take an exam on America's policy towards 
communism. By playing this game the student learn about the causes of the conflict, why it lasted 
so long and why the Americans ultimately lost. 
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Nam Magazine provides the reader with actual first hand accounts from men and women who 
served in the Vietnam War. It can be viewed as a primary source for those studying the conflict or 
looking for perspectives regarding this time in history. Many of the writers that contribute served 
in the US Armed Forces. The stories are true and the publishers do their best to confirm the 
accuracy of each piece. Some veterans have contributed poetry or pieces from a published work. 
The magazine has also provided readers with articles written by Vietnamese individuals. Nam 
Magazine is currently published in a paperback format for a fee, but can also be viewed online in 
part. Older issues are maintained in an archive section and can be viewed in their entirety.  
 
Vietnam Veterans Against the War is a national veterans' organization that was founded in New 
York City in 1967 after six Vietnam vets marched together in a peace demonstration. It was 
organized to voice the growing opposition among returning servicemen and women to the still-
raging war in Indochina, and grew rapidly to a membership of over 30,000 throughout the United 
States as well as active duty soldiers stationed in Vietnam. The organization's website includes a 
history of the Vietnam War, the Veteran newspaper and an image gallery.  
 
Vietnam War Interactive Portfolio: This website contains over 80 photographs taken in Vietnam 
between 1969 and 1970, while E. Kenneth Hoffman was stationed there as a military 
photographer. Categories include Children, Montagnard Tribesmen, Military, Vietnamese people, 
Protest & et cetera, and Shrines. Using HyperNews software, visitors have the opportunity to 
contribute their own comments about the images or the war. Or, they can react to the comments 
left by others. Over 5000 comments have been recorded since the site was created in April of 
1996.  
 
Recalling the Vietnam War: The Vietnam War drove two presidents from office and destroyed the 
U.S. foreign policy consensus. This research gallery highlights the complex environment in which 
decisions were made that shattered a generation's perspective on America's role in the world. In 
their reminiscences, leading players in the drama and analysts of the events conjure up a 
fascinating portrait of the causes and consequences of US decisions. What emerges is a rich 
tapestry where the pressures of global and domestic politics, the implications of a flawed strategy, 
and the influence of human weakness and moral blindness come together to produce a tragic 
turning point in the history of US foreign policy.  
 
John Kerry and the Vietnam War: On 22nd April, 1971, John Kerry testified for the Vietnam 
Veterans Against the War before the Senate Foreign Relations Committee. Some supporters of 
George Bush believe this testimony will hurt his chances of being elected President of the United 
States. As Kerry told the committee: "We could come back to this country, we could be quiet, we 
could hold our silence, we could not tell what went on in Vietnam but we feel because of what 
threatens this country, the fact that the crimes threaten it, not Reds, and not redcoats, but the 
crimes which we are committing that threaten it, that we have to speak out."  
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VietQuoc 
 
http://www.vietquoc.com/war-frame.htm 
 
VietQuoc is the shortened form of VietNam Quoc Dan Dang (also known as VNQDD, or 
Vietnamese National Party). The Viet Quoc Spirit has been one that leads generations of 
Vietnamese in struggling for independence, freedom and prosperity of Vietnam since 1927.  
 
This homepage is of a group of Viet Quoc members of all ages, to express their opinions about 
VietNam and promote the Viet Quoc Spirit in the common struggle for the better life of the 
Vietnamese people . 
 
Vietnam War 
    
The '68 Tet Offensive 
 
More about the '68 Tet Offensive 
 
The Hanoi's 300,000 MIA's 
 
The VietNam War Veterans 
 
An Image of War 
 
A Tale for the Memorial Day 
 
The Republic of VietNam Armed Forces 
 
The Missed Opportunities 
 
Sunset on Ia-Drang Valley 
 
The Suicides on April 30, 1975 
 
A Memorial Day 
 
The Shameful Lies 
 
Message from a Viet Veteran 
 
The Vietnamese WIA 
 
The Vietnamese Music in War 
 
Why We Lost South VietNam? 
 
The 1974 Sea Battle at HoangSa (The Paracels)  
 
Regret to Inform 
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Vietnam War Oral History Websites 
 
Vietnam: A Television History 
The Tet Offensive (1968) 
Transcript 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/vietnam/107ts.html  
 
The Whole World Was Watching: An Oral History of 1968 
http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/1968/issues/vietnam.html 
http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/1968/narrators/M.DUTILLY.html 
 
RE: Vietnam Stories Since the War 
go to: http://www.pbs.org/pov/stories/vietnam/story.html and click on “Oral History” and “the 
Wall” 
 
Civil Rights Movement and the Black Panther Party 
OMC: Picture This: California Perspectives on American History 

• click on Vietnam/Civil Rights Era first, then click on Civil Rights 
• click on Vietnam/Civil Rights Era first, then click on Black Panthers 

 
Stokely Carmichael speaking on “Black Power” in Berkeley, California, 1966 
http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/speeches/stokely_carmichael_blackpower.html 
 
PBS’ Two Nations of Black America, interview with: 

• Kathleen Cleaver 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/race/interviews/kcleaver.html 

• Angela Davis 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/race/interviews/davis.html 
 
Interview with Geronimo Pratt, from “Race and Class Magazine”, 31, 1, 1993 
http://alum.hampshire.edu/~cmnF93/geronimo.txt 
 
from The whole World Was Watching, interview w/Naomi Craig 
http://www.stg.brown.edu/projects/1968/narrators/N.CRAIG.html 
 
from Media Resource Center Moffitt Library, UC Berkeley,  
The 1960s and 1970s (and Their Aftermath) 
http://www.lib.berkeley.edu/MRC/SixtiesVid.html 
click on: Contents: The Black Panther Party, then click on: Black Panther Party: Online Audio 
Recordings, then click on Year: 1968 and surf the offerings for interest & then notetaking 
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Research and Technology 
1.3 Use clear research questions and suitable research methods (e.g., library, electronic media, 
personal interview) to elicit and present evidence from primary and secondary sources. 
1.4 Develop the main ideas within the body of the composition through supporting evidence (e.g., 
scenarios, commonly held beliefs, hypotheses, definitions). 
1.5 Synthesize information from multiple sources and identify complexities and discrepancies in 
the information and the different perspectives found in each medium (e.g., almanacs, microfiche, 
news sources, in-depth field studies, speeches, journals, technical documents). 
1.6 Integrate quotations and citations into a written text while maintaining the flow of ideas. 
1.7 Use appropriate conventions for documentation in the text, notes, and bibliographies by 
adhering to those in style manuals (e.g., Modern Language Association Handbook, The Chicago 
Manual of Style). 
1.8 Design and publish documents by using advanced publishing software and graphic programs.  
 
Evaluation and Revision 
1.9 Revise writing to improve the logic and coherence of the organization and controlling 
perspective, the precision of word choice, and the tone by taking into consideration the audience, 
purpose, and formality of the context.  
 
2.0 Writing Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
Students combine the rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description to 
produce texts of at least 1,500 words each. Student writing demonstrates a command of standard 
American English and the research, organizational, and drafting strategies outlined in Writing 
Standard 1.0.  
 
Using the writing strategies of grades nine and ten outlined in Writing Standard 1.0, students:  
 
2.1 Write biographical or autobiographical narratives or short stories: 
a. Relate a sequence of events and communicate the significance of the events to the audience. 
b. Locate scenes and incidents in specific places. 
c. Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific 
actions, movements, gestures, and feelings of the characters; use interior monologue to depict the 
characters' feelings. 
d. Pace the presentation of actions to accommodate changes in time and mood. 
e. Make effective use of descriptions of appearance, images, shifting perspectives, and sensory 
details.  
 
2.2 Write responses to literature: 
a. Demonstrate a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of literary works. 
b. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or 
to other works. 
c. Demonstrate awareness of the author's use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects 
created. 
d. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the 
text.  
 
2.3 Write expository compositions, including analytical essays and research reports: 
a. Marshal evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including information on all 
relevant perspectives. 
b. Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently. 
c. Make distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas. 
d. Include visual aids by employing appropriate technology to organize and record information on 
charts, maps, and graphs. 
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e. Anticipate and address readers' potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations. 
f. Use technical terms and notations accurately.  
 
2.4 Write persuasive compositions: 
a. Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained and logical fashion. 
b. Use specific rhetorical devices to support assertions (e.g., appeal to logic through reasoning; 
appeal to emotion or ethical belief; relate a personal anecdote, case study, or analogy). 
c. Clarify and defend positions with precise and relevant evidence, including facts, expert 
opinions, quotations, and expressions of commonly accepted beliefs and logical reasoning. 
d. Address readers' concerns, counterclaims, biases, and expectations.  
 
2.5 Write business letters: 
a. Provide clear and purposeful information and address the intended audience appropriately. 
b. Use appropriate vocabulary, tone, and style to take into account the nature of the relationship 
with, and the knowledge and interests of, the recipients. 
c. Highlight central ideas or images. 
d. Follow a conventional style with page formats, fonts, and spacing that contribute to the 
documents' readability and impact. 
 
2.6 Write technical documents (e.g., a manual on rules of behavior for conflict resolution, 
procedures for conducting a meeting, minutes of a meeting): 
a. Report information and convey ideas logically and correctly. 
b. Offer detailed and accurate specifications. 
c. Include scenarios, definitions, and examples to aid comprehension (e.g., troubleshooting 
guide). 
d. Anticipate readers' problems, mistakes, and misunderstandings.  
Written and Oral English Language Conventions 
 
The standards for written and oral English language conventions have been placed between those 
for writing and for listening and speaking because these conventions are essential to both sets of 
skills.  
 
1.0 Written and Oral English Language Conventions 
Students write and speak with a command of standard English conventions.  
 
Grammar and Mechanics of Writing 
1.1 Identify and correctly use clauses (e.g., main and subordinate), phrases (e.g., gerund, 
infinitive, and participial), and mechanics of punctuation (e.g., semicolons, colons, ellipses, 
hyphens). 
1.2 Understand sentence construction (e.g., parallel structure, subordination, proper placement of 
modifiers) and proper English usage (e.g., consistency of verb tenses). 
1.3 Demonstrate an understanding of proper English usage and control of grammar, paragraph 
and sentence structure, diction, and syntax.  
 
Manuscript Form 
1.4 Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct use of the conventions of 
punctuation and capitalization. 
1.5 Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements, including title page presentation, pagination, 
spacing and margins, and integration of source and support material (e.g., in-text citation, use of 
direct quotations, paraphrasing) with appropriate citations.  
Listening and Speaking 
 
1.0 Listening and Speaking Strategies 
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Students formulate adroit judgments about oral communication. They deliver focused and 
coherent presentations of their own that convey clear and distinct perspectives and solid 
reasoning. They use gestures, tone, and vocabulary tailored to the audience and purpose.  
 
Comprehension 
1.1 Formulate judgments about the ideas under discussion and support those judgments with 
convincing evidence. 
1.2 Compare and contrast the ways in which media genres (e.g., televised news, news magazines, 
documentaries, online information) cover the same event.  
 
Organization and Delivery of Oral Communication 
1.3 Choose logical patterns of organization (e.g., chronological, topical, cause and effect) to inform 
and to persuade, by soliciting agreement or action, or to unite audiences behind a common belief 
or cause. 
1.4 Choose appropriate techniques for developing the introduction and conclusion (e.g., by using 
literary quotations, anecdotes, references to authoritative sources). 
1.5 Recognize and use elements of classical speech forms (e.g., introduction, first and second 
transitions, body, conclusion) in formulating rational arguments and applying the art of 
persuasion and debate. 
1.6 Present and advance a clear thesis statement and choose appropriate types of proof (e.g., 
statistics, testimony, specific instances) that meet standard tests for evidence, including 
credibility, validity, and relevance. 
1.7 Use props, visual aids, graphs, and electronic media to enhance the appeal and accuracy of 
presentations. 
1.8 Produce concise notes for extemporaneous delivery. 
1.9 Analyze the occasion and the interests of the audience and choose effective verbal and 
nonverbal techniques (e.g., voice, gestures, eye contact) for presentations.  
 
Analysis and Evaluation of Oral and Media Communications 
1.10 Analyze historically significant speeches (e.g., Abraham Lincoln's "Gettysburg Address," 
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s "I Have a Dream") to find the rhetorical devices and features that make 
them memorable. 
1.11 Assess how language and delivery affect the mood and tone of the oral communication and 
make an impact on the audience. 
1.12 Evaluate the clarity, quality, effectiveness, and general coherence of a speaker's important 
points, arguments, evidence, organization of ideas, delivery, diction, and syntax. 
1.13 Analyze the types of arguments used by the speaker, including argument by causation, 
analogy, authority, emotion, and logic. 
1.14 Identify the aesthetic effects of a media presentation and evaluate the techniques used to 
create them (e.g., compare Shakespeare's Henry V with Kenneth Branagh's 1990 film version).  
 
2.0 Speaking Applications (Genres and Their Characteristics) 
Students deliver polished formal and extemporaneous presentations that combine the traditional 
rhetorical strategies of narration, exposition, persuasion, and description. Student speaking 
demonstrates a command of standard American English and the organizational and delivery 
strategies outlined in Listening and Speaking Standard 1.0.  
 
Using the speaking strategies of grades nine and ten outlined in Listening and Speaking Standard 
1.0, students:  
 
2.1. Deliver narrative presentations: 
a. Narrate a sequence of events and communicate their significance to the audience. 
b. Locate scenes and incidents in specific places. 
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c. Describe with concrete sensory details the sights, sounds, and smells of a scene and the specific 
actions, movements, gestures, and feelings of characters. 
d. Pace the presentation of actions to accommodate time or mood changes.  
 
2.2 Deliver expository presentations: 
a. Marshal evidence in support of a thesis and related claims, including information on all 
relevant perspectives. 
b. Convey information and ideas from primary and secondary sources accurately and coherently. 
c. Make distinctions between the relative value and significance of specific data, facts, and ideas. 
d. Include visual aids by employing appropriate technology to organize and display information 
on charts, maps, and graphs. 
e. Anticipate and address the listener's potential misunderstandings, biases, and expectations. 
f. Use technical terms and notations accurately. 
 
2.3 Apply appropriate interviewing techniques: 
a. Prepare and ask relevant questions. 
b. Make notes of responses. 
c. Use language that conveys maturity, sensitivity, and respect. 
d. Respond correctly and effectively to questions. 
e. Demonstrate knowledge of the subject or organization. 
f. Compile and report responses. 
g. Evaluate the effectiveness of the interview.  
 
2.4 Deliver oral responses to literature: 
a. Advance a judgment demonstrating a comprehensive grasp of the significant ideas of works or 
passages (i.e., make and support warranted assertions about the text). 
b. Support important ideas and viewpoints through accurate and detailed references to the text or 
to other works. 
c. Demonstrate awareness of the author's use of stylistic devices and an appreciation of the effects 
created. 
d. Identify and assess the impact of perceived ambiguities, nuances, and complexities within the 
text. 
 
2.5 Deliver persuasive arguments (including evaluation and analysis of problems and solutions 
and causes and effects): 
a. Structure ideas and arguments in a coherent, logical fashion. 
b. Use rhetorical devices to support assertions (e.g., by appeal to logic through reasoning; by 
appeal to emotion or ethical belief; by use of personal anecdote, case study, or analogy). 
c. Clarify and defend positions with precise and relevant evidence, including facts, expert 
opinions, quotations, expressions of commonly accepted beliefs, and logical reasoning. 
d. Anticipate and address the listener's concerns and counterarguments.  
 
2.6 Deliver descriptive presentations: 
a. Establish clearly the speaker's point of view on the subject of the presentation. 
b. Establish clearly the speaker's relationship with that subject (e.g., dispassionate observation, 
personal involvement). 
c. Use effective, factual descriptions of appearance, concrete images, shifting perspectives and 
vantage points, and sensory details. 
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